
288

Reply of His Royal Highness Prince Arthur of Connaught to

the Address of The Royal Sanitary Institute.

My LORD MAYOR, My LOUDS, LADIES, AND GENTLEMEN,
I have listened with interest to the address read by the Chairman

of Council, and I assure you that it gives me great pleasure to be able to
be present at the opening of this important Exhibition.

I thank you for the kind way in which you have referred to my

family and the interest which we all take in any scheme for improving
the health of the nation, which we all have so much at heart.
A few weeks ago, in a speech at a luncheon given by His Majesty’s

Government to the Delegates of the Congress of the Universities of the
Empire, I heard Lord Rosebery say that this was the age of Congresses;
some were eminently useful, while others were superlatively superfluous;
but I feel sure you will all agree with me when I say that this Congress
comes into the category of the eminently useful ones.

After the able address read by the Chairman of your Council, it would
be perfectly unnecessary for me to detain you but for a few moments on
any subject relating to the knowledge of Sanitation and Health, which
this Institute has been promoting for so many years. It is a particular
source of satisfaction to me to learn that so many Foreign and Colonial
Governments are officially represented at this meeting, including the

delegates from the Empire of Japan.
Gentlemen, comparisons are odious, but from personal experience I

can testify to the fact that our Island Empire of the West has much to
learn from our Allies in the far East with reference to the cleanliness to
be found in their homes, however humble.

Sanitation, as I understand it, is the science of preserving health by
the prevention of disease. The Greeks and Romans made a special study
of the conditions of healthy living, and the enormous importance they
ascribed to a supply of pure water is shown by the numerous aqueducts in
the neighbourhood of their chief cities. Succeeding generations forgot
their good example, and the great plagues of 1343 and 1485 testify to the
general ignorance on matters of sanitation, and this continued so late as
the beginning of the last century. Happily, all this has now been changed,
and we all owe a deep debt of gratitude to this Institute for having
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awoken public opinion to appreciate the vital necessity of good sanitation
for a healthy and prosperous people.

Sanitation is now one of the subjects for the Promotion Examinations
in the Army, no doubt the result of the fact that 69 per 1,000 of the
strength of the army during the South African War died from disease,
and 764 per 1,000 of strength were at one time or other ineffective for
service.

In conclusion, gentlemen, I hope that for scientific and educational
purposes the public may deiive great benefit from the Exhibition which
I now have the pleasure to declare to be open, and that they will go home
impressed by the study of the exhibits and wonderful inventions which

they will see, and apply them for use in their own homes.
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